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JOSHUA 4:20-24 

 
MONUMENTS - The purpose is to help us remember. To tell a story to 
cause people to reflect.  
 
Joshua 4:20-24 
20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set 
up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of Israel, “When your children ask 
their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 then you 
shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry 
ground.’ 23 For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you 
until you passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he 
dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of the earth 
may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear 
the Lord your God forever.” 
 
Part - To the current generation 

*God wants to ensure that the people will remember themselves what HE 
has done for them. 

*Tests were coming, the people needed to be reminded of the goodness, 
the faithfulness, the provision of their God. 
*Memorials serve the double purpose of keeping alive precious memories 
and awakening buoyant hopes, then excite gratitude and strengthen faith. 

*In short, the memorial serves as the hymnist says, “bind my love  
wandering heart to thee”. 
 
 

Joshua 2:10-11  For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the 
Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the 
two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, 
whom you devoted to destruction. 11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts 
melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the 
Lord your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath.  



Part II - Memorials Exist for The Benefit of The Future Generations 

Joshua 4:21-22  And he said to the people of Israel, “When your children ask 
their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 then you shall 
let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’  
 

DON’T NEGLECT the mind of the children especially when it  

comes to spiritual matters. 
 

Two thoughts on sharing our monuments with others: 
1. Sharing the stones of our faith requires  intentionality 
 When was the last time you shared or asked someone to share their 
 faith story? Family or not. 
2. Sharing monuments requires that we have taken time to build them. 
 

Part III - The Monuments We Build 

 *Again, monument building was a common occurrence in the lives of 
 God’s people commemoration of major events in the lives of the  
 believers were a cultural norm. What exactly does a monument look 
 like today? 
 

 *Our story of FAITH 
 -People love stories. If your kids or friends had to preach your funeral, 
 would they know your spiritual story? 
 -A story (legacy) of generosity. Tell the story of God’s provision. Do our 
  children know how much we depend on God for every moment’s   
  grace? How dependent we are for all that we have? 
 -Monuments of service… of worship. Monuments that show our love 
  for God’s Word. 
 

 *Here is an easy way to build monuments to glorify God and pass on 
 the stories of His goodness.  

REMEMBER … draw on what God has done. 

REFLECT … pause, be still and allow the faithfulness of God to wash  
      over you.  

RETELL … one of our values is generational life change.  

REPEAT … make monument building a normal and frequent part of  
     your life in Christ. 

 

Prayer: “I confess my sin, and I believe You are God, my Savior. I receive 
You into my life as my Lord. Today, I'm turning every part of my life over to 
You. I want to follow You and do what You tell me to do. In Jesus’ Name. 
Amen. 


