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MATTHEW 5.43-48 

 

 

Matthew 5.43  You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ 

and hate your enemy. 

 
Matthew 5.44 
But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!   
 
“Move in the hearts of mistreated believers so that they may reflect 
Christ’s model of forgiveness. May they be ambassadors of Your grace 
to those who try to silence them.”  Voice of Martyrs 
 
Matthew 5.45  In that way, you will be acting as true children of your 
Father in heaven. For He gives His sunlight to both the evil and the 
good, and He sends rain on the just and the unjust alike. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“When a life reflects God’s nature it proves that life now possesses His 
nature by the new birth.”            John MacArthur 
 
Matthew 5.46,47  If you love only those who love you, what reward is 
there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much.  47 If you are 
kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even 
pagans do that. 

“This is a supreme demand. Through the medium of  

prayer, we go to our enemy, stand by his side,  

and plead for him to God.” 

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER 



Matthew 5.48  But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven 

is perfect. 

 

Matthew 19.26  Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God  

everything is possible. 

 

Who does something like this? 

) Job prayed for his obnoxious friends.  (Job 42.10) 

) Stephen prayed for his persecutors.  (Acts 7.60) 

) Jesus prayed for those who crucified Him.  (Luke 23.34) 

 

1 Corinthians 13.4,5  Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or 

boastful or proud  5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not 

irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged.  

 

1) God develops our lives not in the calmness of living but in the  

   chaos of living.  
 

-How does God develop patience in our lives? By putting people  

  in our lives who cause impatience.  
 

-What kind of people will God put in our lives to make us more  

  loving? Unlovable people. 

 

2)     God reminds us that all the disturbing things we see in others      

    dwell in us, too; therefore, we need His grace and love. 

 

Romans 5.8  But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to 

die for us while we were still sinners.  

 

Jesus, I thank You that You came and died on the cross for my sins so 

that I can be forgiven. I am a sinner and in need of Your grace, mercy, 

and forgiveness. I turn from my sins and say “No” to a life of living for 

myself. I turn to You and say “Yes” to Your will for my life. I ask You now 

to save me from my sins. I open my heart to You and receive You as my 

Lord and Savior. Thank you for saving me and forgiving me. In Jesus’ 

Name. Amen. 


